Rob Oostendorp

Dr. Rosheger

Cultural Heritage

03/09/2001

The Aenied Book XII

In Book 12 Turnus realizes that his troops are beaten, he finally accepts the fact that he must battle Aeneas directly. He tells Latinus to go ahead with the plan for a truce between the two armies so that the two leaders can battle it out alone. Both Latinus and his wife, Amata, beg Turnus to give up the fight. But their pleas only make Turnus more furious. The truce is arranged, and the Italians gather on one side of a huge field and the Trojans on the other to watch the final battle between their great leaders. An altar is built, and sacrifices to the gods are made ready to honor the winner. Aeneas prays to the gods (including Juno) and swears that if he loses, the Trojans will leave Italy forever. He also promises that if he wins, he will treat the Italians as equals of the Trojans. He does not want to conquer the Italians, he wants peace on equal terms. We see here what a good and just leader Aeneas has become. Even after all this bloodshed, he is not angry and does not want revenge. 

During the battle Turnus uses unjust tactics to spear Aeneas and the doctors cannot remove Aeneas’ arrow, then Venus appears and gives him a magic potions. It is interesting that Venus could interfere like this, but then again she was only evening the score, not giving Aeneas an advantage. 

The story continues with Aeneas and Turnus fighting, Turnus breaks his sword on Aeneas’ magical shield, Aeneas chases him, spears him and hesitates before he plunges his sword into Turnus. 

